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goes, the degree of latericious colour of B. nipponicum in winter seems to be a 
matter of individual variation and merges into dark green fronds with a brick-red 
tint on the margin in B. japonicum. This hibernal coloration may well be com-: 
pared with that of Cryptomeria japonica or Chamaecyparis spp. which is a well 
known phenomenon in cooler region in Japan. In the case of these gymnosper- 
mous plants, leaves turn brownish or latericious colour, in a variety ol tones, in 
winter and become deep green again when spring comes. This is also the case in 
Botrychium in question, and, therefore, the characteristic colour of B. nipponicum 
is most likely considered to be an extreme tint in winter. Thus B. nipponicum 
deserves at most “forma,” I think. . . ,' ■ 
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